SPECIFICATION 

In the specification, please delete the paragraph beginning on page 2. line 1 
and insert the following in its place: 

U.S. Patent No. 5,853,166, i ssu d issued on December 29, 1998, to Kim J. Koza 

describes a handrail assembly for children using clamping devices and telescoping 

rods. Several alternative embodiments are disclosed. However, each embodiment 

uses screws and many other components. Koza states his handrail assembly can be 

quickly disassembled. This is a cause for concern since a child may find it easy to 

disengage the child's handrail assembly. 

In the specification, please delete the paragraph beginning on page 5. line 19 
and insert the following in its place: 

Figures 3 and 4 show that the dual pull-lock extension rod 16, includes a pair of 

plastic, resilient pull-lock straps 28 and 30, each having a free end 32 and a locking 

mechanism 34 at the opposite end attached to an end of a rigid plastic post 15. Post 

15 connects the two extension rods together. Rubber grip padding 36 and grip padding 

38 are used between the standard mount d mounted handrail 12, the lower handrail 14 

and the pull-lock straps 24 at each of the attached locations. 

In the specification, please delete the paragraph beginning on page 6. line 3 and 
insert the following in its place: 

In use, rubber grip padding 36 and grip padding 38 are wrapped around handrail 

12 and lower handrail 14, at the locations mentioned above, in layers: one grip padding 

38, then one rubber grip padding 36 disposed between the grip padding 38 and the 

handrail and fina l ly on e grip padd i ng 38 . Rubber grip padding 36 and grip padding 38, 
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used in layers, make a secure bond between each of the straps and both handrail 12 
and lower handrail 14. 

In the specification, please delete the paragraph beginning on oaae 6. line 17 
and insert the following in its place: 

By those skilled in the art, handrail assembly 10 can be easily assembled and 

installed. The lightweight durable 1" diameter rods 20 are connected by interlocking 

coupling 22, which telescopically receives the ends of the neighboring rods. Safety 

caps 26 are placed at each extreme end of rods 20 to form the lower handrail 14. 

Rubber grip padding 36 and grip padding 38, used in layers, are wrapped around the 

lower handrail 14 and the standard mounted handrail 12 at three locations: the top, 

middle and bottom. The free end 32 of each pull-lock strap is wrapped around padding 

36 and 38 of the lower child's handrail 14 and handrail 12 and inserted through buckle 

opening until teeth 44 engage the pawl teeth 50, and pulled until tight. This is done at 

each of the previously mentioned locations to form lower handrail 14. 

In the specification, please delete the paragraph beginning on page 7. line 5 and 
insert the following in its place: 

Referring to Figure 5, each of the pawls has a release tab 52 which may be 

depressed to separate the pawl teeth 50 from the strap teeth 44 when the child's 

handrail is being removed from the standard handrail. 


-7- 

(SerialNo. 10/628,697) 


